PROCESSIONS ACT, &c. (IRELAND.) 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 23 February 1 865 ; — -for, 



COPIES “ of any Instructions issued to the Magistrates or Constabulary 
in Ireland relative to the Processions Act, between 1860 and 1864, both 
inclusive : ” 

“ And, of the Commissions of Inquiry at Belfast in 1857 and 1864.” 



THOS. A. LARCOM. 



COPIES of Instructions issued to the Magistrates in Ireland relative to the 
Processions Act between 1860 and 1864, both inclusive. 



Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 22 June 1861 

In calling your attention to the several statutes for restraining party processions 
in Ireland, his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant desires to express his earnest hope 
that it may not become necessary to put iu force any of the penal provisions of 
those statutes, but that all persons will unite in discountenancing exhibitions 
which good sense condemns, and which have led to disastrous and fatal con- 
sequences. 

His Excellency deems it his duty to issue the accompanying instructions for 
your guidance, iu case any attempt shall be made to violate the law in your 
district, and relies on your co-operation in carrying out the law. 

I am, &c. 

To (signed) Thomas A. Larcom. 

Magistrates at Petty Sessions. 



Instructions for the Guidance of Magistrates in Suppressing'vPARTY 
Processions. 

The Act of Parliament, 13 Viet. c. 2 , points out in distinct terms the offences that fall 
within the provisions of that statute. 

These offences are : — 

That any body of persons meeting and parading together, or joining in procession, and 
who shall bear, wear, or have amongst them, any fire-arms, or other offensive weapons or 
any banner, emblem, or flag, or symbol, the display whereof may be calculated or tend to 
provoke animosity between different classes of Her Majesty s subjects, or who shall be 
accompanied by any music of a like nature or tendency, shall be deemed to be an unlawful 
assembly, and every person present thereat shall be deemed to be guilty of a misde- 
To come within the foregoing provision, parties must meet and parade, or join in pio- 

^The" parading need not be, however, in military array. Any meeting and placing of 
persons so met in ranks, or in any order of march, or procession, would be within the Act. 

They (or some of the party) must either have arms or offensive weapons, or wear party 
colours or emblems, or have with them party flags or banners, kc . ; or they must be accom- 
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panied by music “ of a like nature and tendency,” that is, playing party tunes or singing 
party songs. 

An assembly of persons meeting and parading, or joining in procession under any one of 
the foregoing circumstances, falls within the meaning of the Act. 

By Section 2 of the Act, any justice of the peace apprised of the assembly is bound to 
take proper assistance, and command such unlawful assembly of persons or procession to 
disperse, using the form of proclamation contained in the Act. 

By the third section, persons refusing to disperse within one quarter of an hour from their 
being thus commanded so to do, may be apprehended, and punished by summary conviction 
before two magistrates; and all such parties, whether so commanded to disperse or not, and 
even though they should disperse 5n being commanded to do so, may be indicted for the 
misdemeanour, under the ffist section of the Act, and brought to trial for said offence at the 
sessions or assizes. 

With respect to arches, flags, or banners erected on or over the public highway, and the 
display whereof may be calculated to provoke animosity between Her Majesty’s subjects of 
different religious persuasions, they may be removed by the magistrates and con-tabulary 
under their control. 

Sometimes the bases of these arches are erected on the premises of individuals, and not 
on the public highway, though the arches are afterwards made to cross the highway; but 
wherever such arches are extended over the highway they partake of the character of 
nuisances, and ihe magistrates have a right to remove the same, and, if it be necessary, to 
go upon the grounds of individuals for that purpose; and the constabulary, acting under 
the direction of a magistrate, may do so, taking care to do as little damage as possible, 
and to use no more force than is necessary for the purpose; and the same observation 
applies to the practice of extending lines or flags, or other party emblems, from one house 
to another, across the street, so as to make a species of arch or line under which the people 
must pass. 

The exhibition of flags and party emblems in or from public-houses is effectually provided 
against by the 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 38, ss. 8 & 9, and should be carefully suppressed accord- 
ingly. By ihe former of these sections, every person licensed to sell spirits by retail, who 
shall hang out or display, or suffer to be hung out or displayed from or out of his hou<e, 
or place of business, any sign, flag, symbol, colour, decoration, or emblem whatsoever, 
except the known and usual and accustomed sign of such house or place of sale, is liable to 
a penalty of 2 l., and his license may not be renewed, or may be forfeited altogether; and 
by the latter section, any magistrate or chief constable, or any constable authorized by 
a magistrate or chief constable, may enter such house and remove and destroy all such 
flags, &c. 

The justices of the peace should understand that it is their bounden duty, within their 
respective jurisdictions, to act upon the powers thus vested in them by law for the 
suppression of these illegal proceedings, against which the above statutes are directed, 
and that they will be held, collectively and individually, responsible for any violation of 
this law which may occur in their disirict, of which it shall be found that they have had 
notice; and where it shall appear that they have not made use of their authority and the 
means at their disposal to suppress such proceedings, and bring those concerned in them 
to justice. 

In every case when the magistrates hear of a procession being formed in defiance of the 
Act, or when they have reasonable grounds to apprehend that such a procession may take 
place, they should be prepared with sufficient assistance to proceed to the spot, and should 
use the most prompt exertions to disperse the assemblage, and apprehend the principal 
parties engaged in it, aud proceed against them in the mauner provided by the statute. 

In the case of small parties, not exceeding 20, and not having any arms, it may be suffi- 
cient to proceed in the course pointed out by the statute, to read the proclamation to dis- 
perse, which should be done in the following words, viz. : — 

“ Our Sovereign Lady the Queen chargeth and commandeth all persons being here 
assembled, immmediately to disperse, and peaceably to depart, upon pain of fine or 
imprisonment, according to the Statute passed in the Thirteenth year of the Reign of 
Queen Victoria, to restrain party processions in Ireland.” 

The names of as many as can be identified in the procession should be ascertained and 
taken down as soon as possible. 

If the parties really disperse on the proclamation being made, or within one quarter of 
an hour after, the object of its being made having been attained, .no further proceedings 
need be taken at the time ; but the names or descriptions of the parties identified should be 
reported for further directions as to the proceedings against them, if it shall be deemed 
expedient. 

If the parties forming the procession do not disperse in the time prescribed after the pro- 
clamation has been read, the magistrates, with a view to proceeding on the summary 
powers of the third section, may. apprehend the parties offending, on ihe spot, either with 
or without a warrant ; or if that course cannot conveniently be taken, an information may 
afterwards he exhibited, on which the justice before whom it is exhibited may issue his 
warrant to apprehend the accused. 

It will not be necessary, in proceeding on the summary jurisdiction, to make up at the 
time a formal conviction ; but the minutes of the evidence, in each case, should be carefully 
preserved. 

It 
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It is desirable that, in every case admitting its application, the summary power given by 
the third section of the Act should be put in force, and with the utmost possible expedition ; 
and the magistrates should make such arrangements for their meeting and acting in concert 
as will enable them most speedily and effectually to exercise this jurisdiction. 

A more prompt course should be taken in the case of processions formed of greater 
numbers, or having any arms. The parties assembled are guilty of a misdemeanour under 
the first section of the Act; the assembly is unlawful, and every person engaged in it is 
liable to prosecution by indictment. It is, therefore, competent to any magistrate at once 
to issue his warrant on the spot, to apprehend them, or any of them, with a view to their 
being made amenable to justice. Those with arms, or carrying banners or other emblems, 
or drums, should in such cases be at once arrested ; the order to disperse should then be 
read to the others, and if the assembly show any sign of resistance, the Riot Act should be 
read also. The parlies who may remain assembled, notwithstanding these steps, should be 
arrested if possible on the spot, and all the persons so apprehended should be dealt with as 
in ordinary cases; being detained in custody until brought before the magistrate for exami- 
nation, when those who may be able to find sufficient security will be admitted to bail, those 
who may not, being committed to prison for trial at the next assizes. 

It should also be the duty of the justices and chief constables to warn all licensed 
retailers of spirits in their respective districts of the provisions contained in the Spirit 
License Act, as above noticed, and to enforce them with vigilance. 

The Act 23 & 24 Viet. c. 141, enlarges the provisions of the 13 Viet. c. 2. 

The offences under that statute are the publicly exhibiting or displaying, or the wilfully 
permitting to he publicly exhibited or displayed, upon any building or place any banner, 
flag, or party emblem, or symbol ; or the pubiicly meeting and parading with other persons ; 
or the playing of any music, or discharging any cannon or fire-arms in any public street, 
road, or place. In order to constitute an offence, all the above acts must be done wilfully 
and knowingly, in such a manner as may be calculated or tend to provoke animosity 
between the different classes of Her Majesty’s subjects, and lead to a breach of the 
peace. 

The observations made as to offences under the Act 13 Viet. c. 2, apply to offences under 
this Act, and a similar course should be adopted. 

If banners, flags, party emblems, or symbols be exhibited on buildings or houses, it is, the 
duty of the magistrate, upon an information being sworn that such exh bitiou is likely to 
lead to a breach of the peace, to issue his warrant authorising the constable to enter such 
building or place, and to remove and detain the banner, flag, or party emblem, or symbol. 

Without such sworn information, uo. house or building should be entered against the 
consent of the occupier. 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 
(Submitted.) 2 March 1865. 

In pursuance of the Order of the House of Commons, dated 23d February 
1865, I annex copies of Circular Orders and Instructions issued to the Constabu- 
lary in each year, from 1860 to 1864, both inclusive, relative to the lC Party 
Processions Act.” 

In doing so, I would remark that prior to, as well as since the passing of the 
23 & 24 Viet. c. 141, it has been customary to recall the attention of the con- 
stabulary from time to time to the law relating to party processions, in order to 
the enforcement of its provisions against such as could he identified as offending 
against the statute. 

H. J. Brownrigg, 

Inspector General. 



Co:pies of Instructions issued to the Constabulary in Ireland relative to the 
Processions Act, between 1860 and 1864, both inclusive. 

I. On the 1st. May 1860, the revised Code of Regulations was issued for the 
guidance of the constabulary generally, from which the following is an 
extract : — 

Party Processions and Demonstrations. 

945. The attention of the constabulary is directed to the provisions of the 
Phrty Processions Act, 13 Viet. c. 2, an extract from which will be found in 
Appendix, No. 23. 

A 946. The 
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946, The offence referred to in the first section is a misdemeanour, conse- 
quently all persons acting in violation of this provision of the Act, should be 
arrested on the view of the officer or constable, and brought before a magistrate, 
unless from any circumstances connected with such breach of the law, it shall be 
considered more desirable to refrain from making arrests at the moment; but in 
every case care should be taken to identify as many of the persons concerned as 
possible, with a view to their prosecution. 



(Appendix, No. 23.) 

33 th Victoria, Cap. 2. 

An Act to Restrain Party Processions in Ireland — 12 March 1850. 

{See Sec. 945.) 

Whereas, numbers of persons have been in the practice of assembling and marching 
together in procession in Ireland in a manner calculated to create and perpetuate animosities 
between different classes of Her Majesty’s subjects, and to endanger the public peace : Be 
it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that from and after the passino- of this Act 
all assemblies of persons in Ireland who shall meet and parade together or join in proces- 
sion, and who shall bear, wear, or have amongst them or any of them any fire-arms or other 
offensive weapons, or any banner, emblem, flag, or symbol, the display whereof may be cal- 
culated or tend to provoke animosity between different classes of Her Majesty’s subjects, or 
who shall be accompanied by any person or persons playing music or singing any sono- which 
may be calculated or tend to provoke animosity between different classes of Her Majesty’s 
subjects, shall be unlawful assemblies, and every person present thereat shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanour, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished accordingly. 

2. And be it enacted, that any justice or justices of the peace shall proceed, with such 
assistance as in the judgment of such justice or justices may be necessary, to the place 
where any such assembly of persons hereby declared to be unlawful shall be held or take 
place, and such justice or one of such justices, or some other person by their or his order, 
shall then and there read or repeat aloud to the persons so assembled a command or notice 
to disperse, in the words or to the effect following (ihatis to say), — 

“ Our Sovereign Lady the Queen doth charge and command all persons being 
here assembled, immediately to disperse, and peaceably to depart, upon pain of fine or 
imprisonment, according to the Statute passed in the Thirteenth Year of the Rei<m 
of Queen Victoria, to restrain party processions in Ireland. 

“ God save the Queen.” 

3. And be it enacted, that the persons so met and assembled together shall forthwith* 

3 comnui . n d or n °tice shall have been read or repeated aloud as aforesaid, disperse 

and depart ; and if any one or more of the persons so met or assembled together as afore- 
said, shall not disperse and depart within the space of one quarter of an hour from the 
time of such command or notice having been read or repeated aloud as aforesaid, such per- 
son or persons shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and it shall be lawful for the justice or 
justices who shall have read or repeated, or who shall have ordered to be read or repeated, 
such command or notice, or for any other justice or justices of the peace, to seize, or by 
order to any constable or other person to cause to he seized and detained for the use of 
tier Majesty, any such fire-arms or other offensive weapon, and any such banner, emblem, 
nag, or symbol, and any musical instruments in the possession of any such persons, and to 
cause the person or persons so refusing or neglecting to disperse or depart to be appre- 
nended, mther with or without a warrant for that purpose, or to be summoned to answer for 
such otfence ; and such offender or offenders may thereupon be proceeded against in a sum- 
mary way tor such offence before any two justices of tlie peace before whom he or they may 
be brought or summoned to appear; and every person, being convicted thereof on the oath 
of one or more credible witness or witnesses, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five 
pounds, and to imprisonment for any term not exceeding one calendar month, unless such 
penalty be s °°her paid, or, at the discretion of the said justices, to be committed to any 
one o Her Majesty s common gaols or prisons in Ireland for a term not exceeding one 
calendar month, and for a second or any subsequent offence against the provisions of this 
Act to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds, and to imprisonment for any term not exceeding 
two calendar months, unless the same be sooner paid, or, in the discretion of the said 
justices, to be committed lo any one of Her Majesty’s common gaols or prisons in Ireland 
tor a term not exceeding tu o calendar months. 

4. And be it enacted, that all fire-arms or other offensive weapons which shall be borne, 
employed, or be in the personal possession of any person forming part of any assembly or 
procession declared unlawful under this Act, shall be forfeited to the use of Her Majesty, 
whether the command or notice under this Act provided shall have been read or repeated 
or not, or whether after the reading or repeating of the same such assembly or procession 

shall 
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shall have dispersed or not; and any such person who shall neglect or refuse. to deliver up 
such arms or offensive weapons at any such meeting as aforesaid to any justice of the peace, 
when required so to do, shall for every such refusal or neglect be subject to the penalties in 
this Act already set forth, which penalties shall be recoverable in the same summary manner; 
and the party so offending shall be subject to imprisonment in like manner, as has already 
been provided in respect to the summary proceedings under this Act. 

5. Provided always, and be it enacted, that no person who shall have been proceeded 
against in a summary way as aforesaid for not dispersing or departing within the space of 
one quarter of an hour horn the time of such command or notice having been read or 
repeated aloud as aforesaid, shall likewise be indicted for a misdemeanour, for having been 
present at the unlawful assembly at which such command or notice shall have been so read 
or repeated : Provided also, that nothing herein contained shall prevent the prosecution by 
indictment for a misdemeanour of any person who shall be present at any such unlawful 
assembly as aforesaid, and who shall not have been proceeded against in a summary way 
as hereinbefore last mentioned. 



6. And be it enacted, that this Act may be amended or repealed by any Act to be 
passed in this Session of Parliament. . . _ 

In connection with the foregoing, the following extracts from the Spirit License Act (6 & 

7 Wm. IV., c- 38) are here inserted. 

8. And be it further enacted, that no person licensed to sell spirits by retail to be consumed 
on the premises, or otherwise, shall knowingly permit any body, union, society, or assembly of 
persons declared to be illegal or prohibited by any law in force at the time of the passing of this 
Act or any bod v, union, society, or assembly of persons who shall require from persons about to 
be admitted, or being admitted thereto, or into the said body, union, society, or assembly, 
any oath, test, solemn declaration, or affirmation not expressly allowed or required by law, or 
who shall observe on the admission of members of any other proceeding any religious or 
other solemn mystery, rite, or ceremony, or seeming or pretended religious or other solemn 
mystery, rite, or ceremony not sanctioned by law, who shall wear, bear, or display oh 
occasions of their meeting or assembling together any aims, flags, colours, symbols, 
declarations, or emblems whatsoever, to meet or assemble, or hold a meeting or assembly, on 
any occasion or pretence whatsoever, in the house or other place of sale of such person so 
licensed, nor shall on any occasion or pretence whatsoever hang out or display, or suffer to 
be bun out or displayed, on, from, or out of such house or other place of sale any sign, 
flap- symbol, colour, decoration, or emblem whatsoever, except the known and usual and 
accustomed sign of such house or other place of sale usually fixed thereto in the way of 
business; and if any such person shall knowingly permit any such body, union, society, or 
assembly to meet or assemble, or hold any meeting or assembly, on any occasion or pretence 
whatsoever in the house or place of such person, or shall hang out or display, or suffer to 
be hung out or displayed on, from, or out of such house or place of sale any such sign, flag, 
symbol, colour, decoration, or emblem whatsoever, except as aforesaid, any such person so 
offendino- shall forfeit and pay fur every such offence the sum oi two pounds, and the license 
of such = person convicted of such offence shall not be renewed by the proper officer of 
Excise without the certificate of the justices at Quarter Sessions assembled, and of the 
assistant barrister attending said Quarter Sessions, that they consider such person to be, 
notwithstanding such conviction, a fit person to be licensed, on condition of his not again 
committing a like offence ; and if any such person so convicted and obtaining a renewal of 
his license on said certificate shall be again convicted of a like offence, such license shall 
immediately on sucb second conviction become null and void to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever, and such person shall not be capable at any time thereafter of obtaining such 
license: Provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall extend to any meeting of 
persons consisting exclusively of Freemasons or members of the society called the Friendly 
Brothers. 

9 And be it further enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for any Justice of the Peace, 
or for any chief constable, or for any constable authorised for the purpose by any suck 
justice or chief constable, within the limits of his jurisdiction, to enter into any house or 
place kept by any person selling or having a license to sell spirits, wme, or beer by retail, to 
be consumed on the premises or otherwise, in which such justice or chief constable shall 
from information on oath or otherwise, have reason to believe or suspect that any such body, 
union, society, or assembly is met or held, or on or from winch any such sign, flag, symbol, 
colour, decoration, or emblem shall be hung out or displayed, and to remove from and put 
out of such house or place any person who shall be found, met, or assembled theism with 
or as members of or belonging to any such body, union, society, or assembly, and to remove 
and take away and destroy, if he shall think proper, any arms, banners, flags, colours, 
symbols, emblems, or decorations found on or with such persons, or hanging out or dis- 
played on or from such house or other place, anti to acquire every such person so found to 
state truly to him his name and place of abode, and to require the immediate inspection ot 
and take 1 possession of auy book of proceedings or other book used »t such meeting or 
brought thereto, and to detain such book for such tune as he may think propel, not 
exceeding 14 days ; and that if any such person shall not, when thereto required by such 
justice o"f ihe peace, chief or other constable as aforesaid, remove from and quit such 
house, or if any person whatsoever shall forcibly resist such justice or constable, it shall 
and may be lawful for any constable to apprehend and take into custody anyj«isouso 
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offending, and to carry and convey, or cause to be carried and conveyed, every and auv 
such person so apprehended before any justice of the peace within whose jurisdiction 
such house or place shall be situate, to be dealt with according to law ; and every such 
person who shall so neglect or refuse to remove from or quit such house, or shall so forcibly 
resist such justice, constable, churchwarden, or overseer, or who shall refuse to state his 
name and place of abode, or shall not truly state the same, being duly convicted of such 
offence, shall thereupon, for every such offence forfeit any sum not exceeding 20 shillings 
nor less than five shillings ; and if any offender so convicted shall not forthwith pay the sum 
so forfeited, such offender shall be committed to the gaol, bridewell, or house of correction for 
any time not exceeding one week. 



II.-— In June 1861, Circulars, of which the annexed are copies, were issued to 
the Constabulary : — 



Circular, No. 42. 

(Confidential.) 

Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 
28 June 1861. 

County inspectors will be so good as to instruct the officers and men under 
their command that, in case any warrant shall be issued under the “ Party 
Emblems Act,” authorising them to enter any building or place for the purpose 
of removing a party flag or emblem, and that forcible resistance shall, in any 
such case, be offered to the discharge of such duty, they are not to proceed to 
extremities without the presence and directions of a magistrate ; but, in the 
event of there being no magistrate, they are to take the names of the persons so 
obstructing them, summon them, and report the circumstances without loss of 
time to head quarters. 

By Order, 

J. Stewart Wood, 

Deputy Inspector General. 



(Confidential.) 



Circular, No. 43. 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 

29 June 1861. 

With reference to Confidential Circular, No. 42, county inspectors will further 
instruct the officers and men under their command, that when, in the cases re- 
ferred to, a warrant is intrusted to them for execution, they are to call upon the 
clergyman, churchwardens, and sexton to remove, or assist the constabulary in 
removing, any flags or emblems that may be displayed ; and, if a warrant lias 
been obtained, they are to show it to them, and to require them to permit its 
being executed, and to assist in its execution. 

Parties refusing or neglecting to assist, to be summoned. 



By Order, 

J. Stewart Wood, 

Deputy Inspector General. 



Circular, No. 44. 

Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 
... 6 July 1861. 

1 he accompanying placards are to be conspicuously posted, as usual, in the 
most eligible places, and the constabulary are to be guided by the directions 
therein contained. 

Henry John JBrownrigg , 

Inspector General. 
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(Copy of Placard referred to in the foregoing Order.) 

“Cautionary Notice. 

“ By the 23d & 24th Viet. e. 141, 

“ Any person who shall publicly exhibit or display upon any building or place, or who 
shall wilfully permit or suffer to be publicly exhibited” or displayed, any banner, flag, party 
emblem or symbol, or who shall publicly meet and parade with other persons, or play any 
music, or discharge any cannon or firearms in any public street, road, or place, if such 
acts are done wilfully and knowingly, in such a manner as may be calculated to tend or 
provoke animosity between different classes of Her Majesty’s subjects, and lead to a breach 
of the public peace, is guilty of a misdemeanour, punishable by fine and imprisonment. 

“ All persons are hereby cautioned to abstain from any breach or breaches of the above- 
recited Act. Strict orders have been given to the constabulary to take down the names 
and residences of all offenders, in order that they may be proceeded against as the law 
directs. 

“ All drums, fifes, banners, emblems or symbols, and fire-arms brought out and used on 
such occasions are liable to be seized. 

“ Henry John Brownrigg, 

“ Inspector General of Constabulary.” 

. “ Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 

“June 1861 .” 

In addition to the preceding orders, the explanatory instructions printed at 
pages 1 to 3, were also distributed in June 1861 amongst the officers of the 
constabulary, where party displays had usually taken place. 



HI. — In June 1862, the orders of the previous year were re-issued in a circular, 
of which the subjoined is a copy ; and the cautionary notices were reprinted and 
posted as before : — 

Circular, No. 77. 

Party Displays. 

(Confidential.) . 

Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 

30 June 1862. 

The accompanying cautionary notices, whereof the subjoined is a copy, are to 
be conspicuously posted, as usual, in the most eligible places, and the con- 
stabulary are to be guided by the directions therein contained. 



Cautionary Notice. 



« By the 23d & 24th Viet. c. 141, 

“Any person who shall publicly exhibitor display upon any building or place, or who 
shall wilfully permit or suffer to be publicly exhibited or displayed, any banner, flag) paity 
emblem or symbol, or who shall publicly meet and parade with other persons, or play aQ y 
music, or discharge any cannon or fire-arm in any public street, road, or place, if such 
acts are done wilfully and knowingly, in such a manner as may be calculated or tend to P ro " 
voke animosity between different classes of Her Majesty’s subjects, and lead to a breach or 
the public peace, is guilty of a misdemeanour, punishable by fine and imprisonment. 

“ All persons are hereby cautioned to abstain from any breach or breaches of the above 
recited Aci. Strict orders have been given to the constabulary to take down the names 
and residences of all offenders, in order that they may be proceeded against as the law 
directs. , 

“ All drums, fifes, banners, emblems or symbols, and fire-arms brought out and used on 
such occasions are liable to he seized. 

“ Henry John Brownrigg, 

“ Inspector General of Constabulary. ’ 



.“Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 
“ 30th June 1862.” 
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The constabulary are to observe that, in case any warrant shall be issued to 
them under the “ Party Emblems Act," authorising them to enter any building or 
place for the purpose of removing a party flag or emblem, they are (if the place 
be a church) to call upon the clergyman, churchwardens, anti sexton to remove 
or assist the constabulary in removing, any flags or emblems that may be dis- 
played; that is to say, they are to show the warrant, and require them to permit 
its being executed, and to assist in its execution; and parties refusing or neglect- 
ing so to assist are to be summoned, 

if, bo\; ever, forcible resistance is, in any of the cases above described, offered 
to the discharge of the duty in question, the constabulary are not to proceed to 
extremities without the presence and directions of a magistrate ; and, in the event 
of there being no magistrate, they are to take the names of the persons so 
obstructing them, summon them, and report the circumstances without loss of time 
to head quarters, 

Henry John Brownrigg, 

inspector General. 



IV. — On the 26th June 1863, the circular and notices of the previous year 
were again reprinted, and issued, and posted as before. 

V. — And lastly, a precisely analogous course was adopted on the 21st June 
1864. 



Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 
2 March 1865. 



H. J. Brownrigg, 

Inspector General. 



COPIES of the Commissions of Inquiry at Belfast in 1857 and 1864. 



By the Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of Ireland. 

Carlisle . 

We do hereby authorise and direct you, David Lynch and Hamilton Smytbe, 
Esquires, two of Her Majesty's Counsel at Law, to hold a Court of Inquiry at 
Belfast,, in the county of Antrim, on Monday, the 14th day of September 
instant, and the following days, to inquire into and investigate all matters con- 
nected with the origin and character of the riots and disturbances which 
commenced m Belfast on the IStli of July last, and continued therein and in its 
vicinity for several successive days, and w ere renewed on or about the 6th day 
of September instant, and continued for some days since, and the consequences 
winch have resulted irom such riots and disturbances. Also to inquire into the 
local arrangements for the preservation of peace and the suppression of riot and 
t tsorder in Belfast ; the force usually available there for such purposes, and the 
adequacy of such provisions for the maintenance of peace, order, and tranquillity ; 
and ^petlfent t0 ma ^ e suc ' 1 ™ the premises as to you shall seem proper 

And for so doing, this shall be your Warrant. 

Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin, the 10th day of 
September 1857. 

By his Excellency’s Command, 

(signed) Thos. A. Larcom. 



Warrant 
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Warrant appointing Charles R. Barry and Richard Dowse, Esquires, q.c., to 
hold an Inquiry into the Riots at Belfast. 

By the Lords Justices General and General Governors of Ireland. 
Maziere Brady , C 
G. Brown, General. 

Whereas, certain riots and disturbances have recently taken place in the 
borough of Belfast, in the country of Antrim, which continued for a considerable 
period, and were productive of disastrous consequences, and for the suppression 
of which it became necessary to employ a large additional force of military and 
constabulary, and we deem it expedient that inquiry should be made in respect 
of the several matters hereinafter set forth, in order that such measures may be 
adopted as shall be found necessary for securing the future tranquillity of the 
said borough : We do hereby authorise and direct you, Charles Robert Barry 
and Richard Dowse, Esquires, two of Her Majesty’s Counsel at Law, to hold a 
Court of Inquiry at Belfast aforesaid, on Saturday, the 12th day of November 
instant, and following days, to inquire into the existing local arrangements for 
the preservation of the peace in that borough, the magisterial jurisdiction 
exercised within it, and the amount, and constitution, and efficiency of the police 
force usually available there; the proceedings taken by the magistrates and 
other local authorities towards the prevention or suppression of the said riots 
and disturbances, and whether tho?e authorities and the existing police force are 
adequate to the future maintenance of order and tranquillity within the borough, 
or whether any and what changes ought to be made in the local magis f erial and 
police jurisdiction, arrangements, and establishment, with a view to the better 
preservation of the public peace, and the prevention or prompt suppression of 
riot and disorder. 

And for so doing, this shall be your Warrant. 

Given at Her Majesty’s Castle of Dublin, this 3d day of November 1864. 

By their Excellencies Command, 

(signed) Tkos. A . Lor com. 



’34- 
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